The Sky This Month
12 April – 10 May 2021

What’s On
This month Mars hangs on in the evening sky, moving from Taurus into Gemini. At
magnitude +1.4, the Red Planet sets by about 1:30 am. Towards the latter half of
the month, Venus roars into view after sunset, low in the West. The ‘Evening Star’
shines at magnitude -3.9, setting at 9:15 pm by the end of April. Mercury, the
innermost planet lies just to the right of Venus on the 25th of April. 10 times fainter
than Venus (at magnitude -1.6). Over the following week Mercury rises above the
‘Evening Star’ and fades slightly to magnitude -1.1 by the 30th of April.

Wednesday, 14 April 2021

Crescent Moon & the Pleiades

As darkness falls on the 14 April towards the West low towards the horizon a very
slender 6% waxing crescent Moon can be seen below M45 (the Pleiades open star
cluster).

Saturday, 17 April 2021

Mars & the Moon

Mars lies right next to a 26% waxing crescent Moon.

Wednesday, 21– Thursday, 22 April 2021

Lyrid meteor shower

Night of 21/22 April: maximum of the Lyrid meteor shower, shooting stars that
appear to emulate from the constellation Lyra as debris from Comet Thatcher
burns up in the earth’s atmosphere. But don't expect too much: moonlight will
wash out all but the brightest meteors.
Sunday, 25 April 2021

Full moon

The second closest and brightest Full Moon of the year, only slightly inferior to next
month’s ‘Supermoon’ on the 26th of May.
Thursday, 06– Friday, 07 May 2021

Eta Aquariids meteor shower

The Eta Aquariids meteor shower reaches its peak activity on the night of 6 – 7
May. From our location, the number of visible meteors will be highest at 4 am
Expect to see about 2 meteors an hour. At that time the shower is radiant (the
point in the sky from which meteors appear to originate) will be 6° above the
Eastern horizon.

