The Sky This Month
14 June – 12 July 2021

What’s On
If you're a super early riser, the bright planets Jupiter and Saturn are waiting for
you in the low south-east skies in the mornings. They're the brightest star-like
objects you can see in that part of the sky. Jupiter is the brightest one on the left.
Through a small telescope, it's a lot of fun: you can easily see up to 4 of its orbiting
moons that resemble tiny stars on either side of the planet. You might even see
some of Jupiter’s cloud bands stretching across the 140,000 kilometer-wide
planet.
The ‘Summer Triangle’ is now visible. It’s easy to see – just look for the three
brightest stars to the east, and that’s it. The ‘Summer Triangle’ is not an o cial
constellation but rather a great asterism that will help you locate three
constellations. Each of the three stars is the brightest in its respective constellation
– Vega is the brightest star in the small constellation of Lyra the Lyre. The second
brightest is Altair in the constellation Aquila the Eagle and the least bright is
Deneb, the brightest star in Cygnus the Swan.
Monday, 21 June 2021

June solstice

Solstice occurs at 05:32 on 21st June. At this time, the Sun reaches its
northernmost point in the sky. This event is more commonly known as summer
solstice in the Northern Hemisphere and winter solstice in the Southern
Hemisphere. Locations north of the equator experience their longest days of the
year, with the region north of the Arctic Circle seeing a ‘midnight sun’ and 24 hours
of daylight. At the same time, every point in the southern half of the Earth has its
longest night of the year.
Wednesday, 23 June 2021

Mars and the Beehive star cluster

ffi

As Venus sets low in the north west Mars appears right smack in the midst of the
Beehive star cluster. The screenshot below shows the position of Mars at 23:05.

Thursday, 24 June 2021

Full moon

This is the rst full moon of the summer and the last of this year’s ‘Super moons’.
Named the ‘Strawberry Moon’ from early Native American lore. The screenshot
below shows moonrise at 22:23 on 24 June.

Tuesday, 29 June 2021

The Moon and Jupiter

The Moon and Jupiter are up close and personal. The screenshot below shows
Jupiter and the moon at 02:00 am.

Tuesday, 6 July 2021

The Pleiades and a slender crescent moon
At 04:00 am the slender crescent moon lies near the Pleiades.
Sunday, 11 July 2021

Moon and Venus
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You’ll nd a narrow crescent moon to the right of brilliant Venus low to the northwest horizon after sunset.

