The Sky This Month
10 January – 07 February 2022
What’s On
Tuesday, 11 January 2022 @ 17:00

Jupiter, Saturn and Mercury

Over the next few days Jupiter, Saturn and Mercury will be in a parade lineup in the
south-western sky. It's best to look for them towards the end of evening twilight.
Don't wait too much longer because then they slip below the horizon not long after
nightfall. Jupiter and Saturn have been part of the evening sky since summertime,
but this is their swan song. Both planets are now nearing the maximum distance
from the Earth.

The Double Cluster and Algol

fl

January is a good month to look high in the southeast towards the constellations
of Cassiopea and Perseus. Perseus contains two interesting objects: the Double
Cluster (between the two constellations) and Algol the ‘Demon Star’. Algol is an
eclipsing binary system. Normally the pair has a steady magnitude of 2.2 but every
2.86 days this brie y drops to magnitude 3.4.

Thursday, 13 January 2022

Two great Lunar Craters: Tycho and Copernicus

This is a good evening to observe two of the greatest craters on the Moon, Tycho
and Copernicus, due to the angle of the sun and the presence of the Moon’s
terminator.

If clear, in the late evening of the 13th, you should be able to observe the Moon
lying between the Hyades and Pleiades clusters in Taurus.
Monday, 17 January 2022

Full Moon

Just like it does in December, the Moon takes a long, high arc across the sky,
mirroring the Sun’s path in the summer. Like all full Moons, January's has many
nicknames. One of the more popular names is the Wolf Moon. Which originated
from Native American tribes. Many European cultures called it the Post Yule Moon
and the Cold Moon.
Monday, 31 January 2022 @ 21:00

The Beehive cluster (M44)

On the 31st January, the Beehive open star cluster (M44), (magnitude 3.7) will be
well placed, high in the sky. It will reach its highest point in the sky at around
midnight local time.
Tuesday, 01 February 2022

New Moon
Sunday, 06 February 2022 @ 06:50

Mercury at highest altitude

On the 6th February, the planet Mercury will reach its highest point in the sky by
sunrise.

