
The Sky This Month 
14 March – 11 April 2022  
 
What’s On 

 
Friday, 18 March 2022

Full moon 
The March full moon (the last of winter) has several nicknames. Many Native 
American tribes called it the Worm Moon since that was the time of the year 
earthworms will emerge from winter hibernation as the ground softened. Some of 
the other names for the March full Moon are the Crow, Crust, and Lenten Moon.


Sunday, 20 March 2022 @ 05:50

Best morning to see Venus 
The planet Venus reaches its greatest western elongation of 47° on 20 March. 
Mornings within a month of this time will be your best opportunities to view the 
magnitude -4.5 planet in the predawn sky.


 
Sunday, 20 March 2022

March equinox 
March equinox marks the first day of spring for us here in the northern hemisphere, 
and the first day of autumn for anybody living in the southern hemisphere. On the 
day of the equinox, everywhere on Earth has almost exactly 12 hours of day and 
night, as the sun’s annual journey through the constellations of the zodiac carries it 
across the celestial equator. Wherever you live on Earth, on the day of the equinox 
the Sun will rise from the point on the horizon which lies due east, and set beneath 
the  point which lies due West.




Monday, 28 March 2022 from 20:00

Observing session: Chorlton-cum-Hardy Golf Club  
The last week of March is especially good for fantastic stargazing because there’s 
no moonlight – leaving you with dark skies to explore celestial treasures. March 
signals the rise of one of the greatest constellations, Leo the Lion. Look for a 
distinctive backward question mark that outlines the chest and head of Leo. Make 
the most of the constellation of Orion as this will be the last full month you’ll really 
be able to enjoy this close-knit group of bright stars until next winter. The three 
bright stars in a row that make up Orion’s belt really jump out at you – nowhere 
else in the sky will you see three stars this bright in a perfect row. Just below the 
belt of Orion is the Great Nebula, M42. Another great constellation at this time of 
year is Taurus the Bull containing the fabulous Pleiades star cluster.


Saturday, 02 April 2022

M104 (the Sombrero galaxy)  
The Sombrero Galaxy (M104, NGC 4594; magnitude 9.0) is well placed in the sky. 
From Manchester, it will be visible between 23:35 and 02:39. It will become 
accessible around 23:35, when it rises to an altitude of 21° above the south-
eastern horizon. Too faint to view by naked eye, but can be viewed for a pair of 
binoculars or small telescope.


