
The Sky This Month 
11 April – 09 May 2022  
 
What’s On 

Sunday, 17 April 2022

The globular cluster M3 is well placed 
The globular cluster M3 in the constellation Canes Venatici is well placed in the 
sky. From our position it will be visible all night, reaching its highest point in the sky 
around 00:05 BST on 18 April 2022. At magnitude 6.3, M3 is quite faint, and 
certainly not visible to the naked eye, but can be viewed through a pair of 
binoculars or small telescope.


Monday, 18 April 2022

Before dawn – a lineup of four planets 
If clear before dawn on the 18 April, there will be a lovely line-up of four planets: 
from left to right, Jupiter, Venus, Mars and Saturn. Binoculars may well be needed 
to cut through the Sun’s glare, but do not use them after the Sun has risen as the 
sun will cause blindness. 


Friday, 22–23 April 2022

Lyrids 
The Lyrids meteor shower reaches its maximum activity on the night of 22–23 
April. The shower is expected to reach peak activity at around 20:00 BST on 22 
April 2022, and so the best displays might be seen after dusk on 22 April.




Friday, 29 April 2022

Best evening to see Mercury 
The planet Mercury reaches its greatest eastern elongation of 21° on 29 April. 
Evenings within about a week of this night will be your best opportunities to view 
the magnitude +0.2 planet. At sunset on this night, Mercury will be 17° above the 
western horizon and begin to appear against the darkening sky. It will set just two 
hours, 9 minutes afterward at 22:44.


Monday, 02 May 2022

Moon and Mercury 
Keep watch after sunset on 2 May to see a close encounter between Mercury and 
the waxing crescent moon. At 21:22, the pair will be visible 10° above the western 
horizon, passing within only 2.57° of each other in the constellation Taurus.


Saturday, 07 May 2022

Moon and Pollux 
Keep watch after sunset on 7 May to see a close encounter between Pollux and 
the waxing crescent moon. At 00:13, the pair will be visible 17° above the western 
horizon, passing within only 2.56° of each other in the constellation Gemini.


