The Sky This Month
09 May – 13 June 2022
What’s On
Thursday, 12 May 2022

M5 is well placed

The globular cluster M5 (NGC 5904) in Serpens will be well placed, high in the sky.
It will become visible around 22:55 BST.
Monday, 16 May 2022 (from 03:27 BST)

Total lunar eclipse

The Moon will be low above the southwest horizon as the initial partial stage of the
eclipse begins and it will remain in this general direction as totality is reached at
04:29 BST. The Moon sets at 05:12 BST

Tuesday, 17 May 2022

Moon and Antares

Wake up early before sunrise on 17 May to see a close encounter between Antares
and the waning gibbous moon. At 03:16, the pair will be visible 10° above the
southern horizon passing within only 2.1° of each other in the constellation
Ophiuchus.
Thursday, 26 May 2022

The Moon and three planets

Before dawn on the 26th a thin waning crescent moon lie between Venus, over to
its left, and Jupiter and Mars over to its upper right.

Sunday, 29 May 2022

Jupiter and Mars

If clear before dawn on the 29th May, Jupiter and Mars will lie together in the predawn sky. Given a very low view through to the horizon, Venus might also been see
to the lower left.

Thursday, 02 June 2022

M13 is well placed

The Hercules globular cluster M13 (NGC 6205) will be well placed, high in the sky.
It will be visible all night. At magnitude 5.8, M13 is quite faint, and certainly not
visible to the naked eye, but can be viewed through a pair of binoculars or small
telescope.
Wednesday, 08 June 2022 (from 03:00 BST)

Daytime Arietids
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Aries has no major meteor shower activity at night; but each year, it produces the
strongest daytime meteor shower. This shower produces thousands of meteors –
unfortunately while the Sun is in the sky, making them largely invisible. However, it
may be worthwhile to head out when the shower peaks about 45 minutes before
sunrise when it's possible to catch some ‘Earth skimmers’ – reballs that skim
Earth’s upper atmosphere. Most are bright enough to rip through dawn’s early light
rising up from the horizon before aming across the sky.

