
The Sky This Month 
12 December – 09 January 2023 
 
What’s On 

Wednesday, 14 December 2022 

Geminids 

The Geminids meteor shower reaches its maximum activity on the night of 14–15 
December. Known for being one of the most reliable major showers, the Geminids 
consistently put on a show year after year. From our location, the number of visible 
meteors will be highest at 22:00 – hours expect to see about 9 meteors per hour. 
At that time the showers radiant (the point in the sky from which meteors appear to 
originate) will be 41° above the eastern horizon. 


Thursday, 15 December 2022

NGC 1981 is well placed 
The open star cluster NGC 1981 in Orion’s sword will be well placed, high in the 
sky. It will reach its highest point in the sky at around midnight local time. From our 
position it will be visible between 20:47 and 03:31. It will become accessible 
around 20:47 when it rises to an altitude of 18° above the south-eastern horizon. It 
will reach its highest point in the sky at 00:09, 32° above the southern horizon.


Wednesday, 21 December 2022 

Best evening to see Mercury 

The planet Mercury reaches its greatest eastern elongation of 20° on 21 December. 
Evenings within about a week of this night will be your best opportunities to view 
the magnitude -0.6 planet. At sunset on this night Mercury will be 8° above the 
western horizon and begin to appear against the darkening sky. It will set just one 
hour, 19 minutes afterward at 17:11.


Monday, 26 December 2022 

Moon & Saturn 

Keep watch after sunset on 26 December to see a close encounter between 
Saturn and the waxing crescent moon. At 18:00, the pair will be visible 10° above 
the south-western horizon, passing within only 4.33° of each other in the 
constellation Capricornus.




Thursday, 29 December 2022 

Moon & Jupiter 

Keep watch after sunset on 29 December to see a close encounter between 
Jupiter and the waxing crescent moon. At 16:41, the pair will be visible 32° above 
the southern horizon, passing within only 3.3° of each other in the constellation 
Pisces.


Tuesday, 03 January 2023 

Moon & Mars 

Keep watch after sunset on 03 January to see a close encounter between Mars 
and the waxing gibbous moon. At 19:53, the pair will be visible 54° above the 
south-eastern horizon, passing within only 0.8° of each other in the constellation 
Taurus.


Wednesday, 04 January 2023 

Quadrantids

The Quadrantids meteor shower reaches its maximum activity on the night of 3–4 
January. The shower can be intense, but the peak meteor rates last only a short 
time compared to other showers. From our location, the number of visible meteors 
will be highest at 07:00 – expect to see about 13 meteors per hour.


